
Harry Potter and the 
Setting Descriptions



1. Watch the scene from The Philosopher's 
Stone, where Harry and his classmates 
enter the Great Hall for the first time. Pay 
attention to the detail in the hall, while 
thinking about the 5 senses (what would 
you be able to see, hear, smell, touch or 
taste?)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=095sQ
6PzGTA

2. Now write a setting description imaging 
you are entering the Hall with the first-
years for the very first time. Link back to 
the 5 senses. This should be 1-2 paragraphs 
long. 

The Great 
Hall

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=095sQ6PzGTA


Harry had never even imagined such a strange and splendid place. It was lit by 
thousands of candles which were floating in mid-air over four long tables, where the 
rest of the students were sitting. These tables were laid with glittering golden plates 
and goblets. At the top of the Hall was another long table where the teachers were 
sitting. Professor McGonagall led the first years up here, so that they came to a halt 
in a line facing the other students, with the teachers behind them. The hundreds of 
faces staring at them looked like pale lanterns in the flickering candlelight. Dotted 
here and there among the students, the ghosts shone misty silver. Mainly to avoid 
all the staring eyes, Harry looked upwards and saw a velvety black ceiling dotted 
with stars. He heard Hermione whisper, ‘It’s bewitched to look like the sky outside, I 
read about it in Hogwarts: A History.’
It was hard to believe there was a ceiling at all, and that the Great Hall didn’t simply 
open to the heavens.
Harry quickly looked down again as Professor McGonagall silently placed a four-
legged stool in front of the first-years. On top of the stool she put a pointed wizard’s 
hat. This hat was patched and frayed and extremely dirty. Aunt Petunia wouldn’t 
have let it in the house. 

Here is how J.JK. Rowling described the Great Hall in the Philosopher’s Stone. What do 
you think you did better and what do you think J.K. Rowling did better? What writing 
features did she use to create the image of the Great Hall?



Now watch this scene of Harry and the group 
entering the Forbidden Forest. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMkhO_hneFU

Jot down some ideas about what you might 
see/smell/hear/touch, any interesting adjectives you 
could use, figurative language etc.

Write 2-3 paragraphs describing the forest. Think 
about what you noted in J.K. Rowling’s description of 
the Great Hall and how she brought the images to 
life. It is important that you choose your vocabulary 
wisely: you want to create a certain feeling in your 
reader as they enter into the Forbidden Forest! 
Remember that your focus is the description- not 
the dialogue (although some can be included).

The Forbidden 
Forest

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMkhO_hneFU

