


Alliteration

Alliteration is the stylistic 
device of using a series of 

words begin with the same 
consonant sound.



What Is It?
Characteristically, alliteration is the use of a series of words beginning 
with the same consonant or syllabic sound. While alliteration doesn't 

usually give much added depth to writing, it can add humour                        
and expression.

Busy buzzing, the bee behaved beautifully.



How to Use Alliteration
Alliteration is a technique that 

gives sentences a little more 
description, humour and energy. 

Try playing around with 
alliterative words and phrases to 

make your words come alive. 

Make a mountain out of a molehill.

Alliteration is often found in 
sayings and humorous poetry, so 
be creative with the words and 

phrasing of your language.



Using Assonance 
Assonance can also be identified as a ‘vowel rhyme’. It is when 
a pattern or similar sounds within a poetry line are repeated. 

Assonance is used in poetry in order to create many different effects. It 
creates a form of rhyme not just within a verse, but within a whole line. 

I saw an iron ore next to the shore. (uses ‘aw’, ‘or’, and ‘ore’) 

I said ‘Hey, I want the tray for Taylor the sailor’. (uses ‘ey’, ay’ and ‘ai’)

I see my mum when she sweeps and cleans the streets. (uses ‘ea’ and ‘ee’)

An example of a prose poem: 



Task 2:

Today, you will write a poem that contains alliteration 
and assonance. The two poetic devices are defined as 
follows:



Task 2

Your task is to write a poem about anything… it’s completely your choice. 

Circles: One 4-line stanza

Triangles:   Two 4-line stanzas

Squares: Three 4-line stanzas

Tip: you may wish to select a sound before writing your poem. I will select the 
or sound. Try to list words with that sound.

For… Paw… Fork… Shore… Launch

As you can see, the or sound isn’t always spelt the same way. Even door is 
spelt differently.

It is very important to READ ALOUD your poem so you can hear the different 
sounds. You may even accidentally add alliteration or assonance because they 
occur naturally in language. 
You may use the following website to find rhymes: 
https://www.rhymezone.com/r/rhyme.cgi?Word=tree&typeofrhyme=perfect&org1
=syl&org2=l&org3=y

https://www.rhymezone.com/r/rhyme.cgi?Word=tree&typeofrhyme=perfect&org1=syl&org2=l&org3=y

