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1st January 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
The Government recently announced delaying the full opening of primary schools in some Tier 4 areas, which originally 
did not include our school.  Following this information, I was informed by the Council to wait before informing parents 
about the next steps.  Harrow, the Local Authority, this morning has advised us to move to online learning and the Dfe 
have now added Harrow to the list of schools that need to close.   
 
The school will therefore be closed from the 5th January (apart from Critical and Key workers) until the 18th January.   
 
Hopefully you agree that this is the best possible way to ensure the pupils, staff and ultimately all Roxeth families stay 
as safe as possible following the Christmas break, which has seen a worrying accelerated spread of the Covid-19 virus 
in this area. 
 
I have now thoroughly read the Government guidance; the Teachers are already busy preparing the first 4 days of 
Remote Learning that will begin next Tuesday 5th January (Monday is an inset day) via Google classroom. 
 
There is a lot of information to process in this letter, but please take the time to read it carefully as pupil premium and 
vulnerable/critical worker will need to respond to our survey before 3.00pm tomorrow. 
 
From Tuesday, the only children who will be able to attend school full time until Friday 8th January are those classed as 
'Vulnerable Children' or children of 'Critical Workers'. To see if your child falls into either of these categories,  please 
click on and read through the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-
provision 
 
I do urge you to explore supporting your children at home with remote learning for the initial 9 days if you can rather 
than send them into school. Whilst we always prefer face to face teaching over remote learning, under the current 
circumstances, the more children we have in school, the more likely we are to have positive cases in school causing 
further closures and spread of the virus amongst our families and staff. The new guidance asks us to ensure staff and 
pupils go back to distancing 2m from each other, which will be impossible to achieve with a large number of pupils. You 
were all so supportive with keeping the children at home back in March, April and May until we were allowed to open 
to more pupils in June and I ask you to support us with this again if you possibly can. The teachers will be juggling 
supporting children who are in school whilst also supporting children at home remotely through daily email contact, so 
it will help if I can put them on a face to face rota rather than needing them in class all day every day. Again, we can only 
achieve this if we can keep the numbers of children in school low. 
 
I do however know that many of you will have no choice but to send your children in due to your Critical Worker status 
if you are unable to work from home, so to reassure you, we will do our best to create age differentiated bubbles in 
school and will put everything in place to keep the children and staff as safe as possible. Each bubble is likely to be 
staffed by different adults, we will try to allocate staff who your child is familiar with, but we can't guarantee this. As 
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staff are meant to be on a rota to limit their exposure but also to facilitate both face to face and remote learning, it will 
be impossible to ensure your child has their usual Teacher and TA. 
 
If your child meets the criteria and you do wish them to come into school full time from Tuesday 5th January, you must 
complete our survey which asks for specific details about both parents/pupil eligibility and must be completed by 
Saturday 2nd January by 3.00pm. We appreciate that this is a short time scale, but once we have a list of children 
attending, a great deal of work needs to happen over the next couple of days to get the school and staffing set up to 
manage this. The survey will be closed at 3.00pm tomorrow and any late forms submitted after this time will not come 
through to us and therefore will not be counted/accepted.  
 
You DO NOT Need to complete this survey unless you want to send your child/ren to school under the critical worker 
guidance OR you want to order a pupil premium packed lunch to collect. Here is the link to the survey: 
https://forms.gle/BD7EHP23s51CVmSQ9 
 
For those of you able to keep your children at home, Remote Learning for next week will be posted on Google Classroom. 
 
Those of you who experienced bubble closures last term will already know that there is now a DfE requirement for you 
to submit your child's learning on a daily basis to their Class Teacher and the Class Teacher will also reply with feedback 
on a daily basis. The feedback we have had regarding this has been really positive as it really helped to motivate the 
children to complete their learning at home. We appreciate that you will work with your child at a time of the day that 
suits you, but please be aware that emails sent in after 3.30pm will not be responded to until the next day.  
 
If your child is in receipt of Pupil Premium and they will not be attending school, please could you also complete the 
survey above to let us know if you wish to pick up a packed lunch for them each day. The Government are not offering 
food vouchers like they did over the holidays because school kitchens are expected to be open and therefore able to 
offer packed lunches for pick up. If you do not request a lunch via the survey, we will assume you do not want us to 
provide one. Please do not confuse Universal Free School Meals (free school meals for all children in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2) with Pupil Premium. 
 
Please note that from Tuesday 5th January and until the pandemic situation improves, all adults will still be required to 
wear face coverings at drop off and pick-up times. 
 
If your child is wearing a face covering to school, you must remove it and take it away with you for safe disposal or 
cleaning, it must not be taken into the school building. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this lengthy email, I will be updating our Covid-19 Risk Assessment this weekend 
to ensure everyone as is safe as possible under the current circumstances. Those of you who choose to complete the 
survey and who meet the specified criteria for your child attending school from Tuesday will be contacted again on 
Monday regarding drop off and pick-up times and locations etc. 
 
All that remains for me to say today is I wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.  We got through this before, we will 
get through it again - TOGETHER. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr S Deanus 
Headteacher 
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