
 

It's Curtain Up for New Stage School!                                      Pupil Question sheet 
 

1. Why would people read this article? 

2. Headlines often play with language using devices such as puns, alliteration, rhyme, references to well-

known sayings, book titles etc. What does this one do?  

3. What picture(s) is / are included? Is there a caption? What does the picture add to the story? 

4. Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where? (This is often called the 

orientation of the article as it helps to ‘orientate’ the reader, i.e. ‘put them in the picture’.) 

5. In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

6. Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the future? (This is often called the 

reorientation because it helps leave the reader with a good idea of ‘what might happen now’.) 

7. What do the following words mean: pursue, characteristic modesty, confirmed, venture, ecstatic, 

benefactor, abounded, stage-struck, declined to be interviewed?  How can you work them out if you 

don't know?  

8. Find some facts from the article. Often news articles contain opinion. Can you find any words in this 

which show the writer's opinion? 

9. Who has been interviewed? (Interviews are usually with someone involved or affected / eyewitness / 

expert on relevant topic / spokesperson for relevant group.)  

10. Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell? (Look for use of 1st or 3rd person, 

present or past tense, speech marks or no speech marks, but above all whether it is the actual words 

spoken.) Do you prefer the direct or reported speech? Why? 

11. Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon? Can you find another place where the writer 

might have used a semi-colon to join two closely connected sentences?   

12. Is the style chatty or formal? (Find some examples of, reported or direct speech, the use of informal 

‘chatty’ language or the use of formal, quite ‘dry’ language to help you decide what style the article is 

written in.) 

13. Did you find the article a) informative and b) entertaining?  
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1) How does the headline draw you in? 

2) What picture is included? Is there a caption? What does the picture add to the story? 



 
3) Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where?  

4) In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

5) Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the future?  

6) What do the following words mean: quarry, panic-stricken, sedate, expressed surprise?  How can 

you work them out if you don't know?  

7) Can you find some facts from the article? Can you find words which show the writer's opinion?  

8) Who has been interviewed?  

9) Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell?  

10) Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon?  

11) Is the style chatty or formal?  

12) Did you find the article a) informative and b) entertaining?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Mystery Flower Beds while you Sleep                                               Pupil Question sheet 

 
1) Why would people read this article?  

2) Headlines often play with language using devices such as puns, alliteration, rhyme, references to well-known 

sayings, book titles etc. What does this one do?  

3) Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where? (orientation) 

4) In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

5) Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the future? (reorientation) 

6) What do the following words mean: alarmed, inhabitants, substantial, trespassed, baffled, in confidence?  

How can you work them out if you don't know?  

7) Find some facts from the article. Can you find any words in this which show the writer's opinion?  

8) Who has been interviewed? (someone involved or affected / eyewitness / expert on relevant topic / 

spokesperson for relevant group)  

9) Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell? (Look for use of 1st or 3rd person, present 

or past tense, speech marks or no speech marks, but above all whether it is the actual words spoken.)  

10) Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon? Can you find another place where the writer might 

have used a semi-colon to join two closely connected sentences?   

11) Is the style chatty or formal? (Find some examples of reported or direct speech, use of informal ‘chatty’ 

language or use of formal, quite ‘dry’ language to help you decide what style the article is written in.) 

12) Did you find the article a) informative and b) entertaining?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


